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Mr Des Jennings    ‘Berriedale’ 
General Manager 
Northern Midlands Council 
Smith Street 
Longford. 7301 
29th January 2023. 

Dear Mr Jennings, 
	 	 	 re: Your letter 27th January (Gail Eacher). 

Thank you for your considered letter, via Gail Eacher, regarding Heritage Tasmania. 

I’m not being vexatious regarding the issue of Sticky Beaks Corner traffic redevelopment 
and I believe that we are of like minds regarding the need to seek an acceptable, and safe 
solution, to what has become a wicked problem. 

While our group-attention has focused on the Heritage Precinct and the NMC Planning 
Scheme provisions for Street Scape protection, our investigation is now revealing more 
concerning issues regarding the involvement of Department of State Growth and their 
approval of the concrete boxes. 

Can we take off the boxing gloves for this issue, as I believe the traffic-control-aspect  
needs a joint effort, involving  Council, with the possibility of using our initial findings, 
to further Gail Eacher’s research, for her report to Council.  

As you may be aware, State Roads (Tasmania) apparently does not have a technical guide  
of its own, but operates under the Victorian State Government “Technical Guidelines”; 
which includes a special 40 page, Barrier Design Commentary”. 

I would be happy to meet with Gail Eacher and explain what we have, and give her a copy 
of our findings, if you are in agreement with this arrangement. 

We have met with a stonewall regarding getting information from State Roads.  

The additional information we seek from main-land experts, I believe, needs the authority  
of NMC, to obtain.  It may involve some costs. 

Could you advise whether this contact and co-operation with Gail Eacher is possible. 

My personal view is that you and the NMC have been let down repeatedly by some of the 
advice you have received from planning, the historical advisor, and the architectural and  
the engineering experts. 

	 44 Wellington Street Longford 7301.
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A simple check of past opinions received from the above, includes failures to provide, on 
their part, robust concern regarding the historic and cultural aspects of: 

 1.  Baptist Tabernacle (original redevelopment proposal). 

 2. Toilets in the Village Green/Archer Street proposal. 

  3. The Memorial Hall redevelopment. 

 4. The tin shed application for the Christ Church cemetery. 

 5. The Wellington Street footpath re-development (which I support). 

  and now,  

 6. The Sticky Beaks Corner redevelopment. 

Nearly all of the above instances received a ratepayer backlash, with the central theme in 
almost all instances, being the failure of the ‘professionals’ to consider the sensitivity of the 
Historical Precinct and the protective provisions of the NMC Interim Planning Scheme.  

There appears to be an inherent blindness by the professionals, to the fact that Longford is a 
historic town, with over 150 Heritage Listed buildings, nearly all owned and maintained by 
Longford ratepayers.  

Your credentials, and that of the Northern Midlands Council, regarding Heritage/Cultural 
matters were certainly well established during the Baptist Tabernacle drama, when you and 
Council, not only took a stand, but also engaged Simmons Wolfhagen Solicitors, and as well 
as senior planning consultant, Danielle Grey, which ultimately led to a highly satisfactory 
conclusion. 

Sincerely, 

John Izzard.

	 44 Wellington Street Longford 7301.
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1. Introduction 

The Northern Midlands Council commissioned Johnstone McGee and Gandy Pty Ltd (JMG) to 
provide a Concept Report for a possible roundabout at the intersection of Wellington Street, 
William Street and Marlborough Street in Longford. 

JMG provided a Proposal to the Northern Midlands Council dated 28 April 2021 agreeing to 
deliver a Concept for a possible roundabout solution at the intersection of Wellington Street, 
William Street and Marlborough Street. The following is the agreed scope of work for the 
roundabout concept development: 

• Desktop public services  

• Develop base plan 

• Apply existing features to base plan 

• Determine variables for design 

• Construct roundabout geometry according to AustRoads Part 4B 

• Turning paths 

• Review geometric concept 

• Concept drawing 

• Brief Concept Report 

• Review roundabout Concept/Report. 

Northern midlands Council agreed the scope of work for the concept development of the 
Wellington Street, William Street and Marlborough Street intersection on the 29 April 2021. 

 

Figure 1. LISTmap extract showing road ownership and property boundaries 

Figure 1 is a LISTmap extract showing the Marlborough and Wellington Street intersection. 
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The shaded area in Figure 1 shows the Department of State Growth casement for Marlborough 
Street and Wellington Street north of the intersection. LISTmap shows Marlborough Street 
and Wellington Street north of the intersection as an Arterial Road controlled by the 
Department of State Growth. Figure 1 also shows Wellington Street south of the intersection 
as a Sub-Arterial Road controlled by Northern Midland Council. Figure 1 also shows property 
boundaries as described by LISTmap.  

2. Previous Report 

JMG conducted a previous Report for the Northern Midlands Council, Traffic Study, 
Wellington Street and Marlborough Street Intersection, Longford, under JMG Project 
J202357CL, dated 30 October 2020. 

The following is an extract from the Traffic Study Report referring directly to a possible 
roundabout at the intersection of  

A roundabout at the junctions of William Street, Marlborough Street, 
Wellington Street south and Wellington Street north is an acceptable traffic 
management solution that would significantly reduce the risk of collisions at 
the Marlborough Street and Wellington Street intersection. This solution would 
address the cause and significantly reduce the consequence of the effect. 

Based on Table 3.10 ‘Key traffic management considerations in the selection 
of roundabout’, from the Austroads Guide to Traffic Management Part 6: 
Intersections, Interchanges and Crossings Management, roundabouts: 

• are generally much safer than traffic signals in terms of crash severity, 
• create less delay than traffic signals during the off-peak periods, leading 

to less overall delay to traffic throughout the day, 
• readily caters for heavy right-turns, 
• can be used in local streets, 
• controls vehicle speeds as a traffic calming measure, 
• assist in providing access for important minor roads, 
• need to consider footprint and therefore possible land acquisition. 

From Traffic Study Report, Figure 2 of this Report summarises the traffic counts for 
Wellington Street as provided by Northern Midlands Council.  

 

Figure 2. Traffic counts for Wellington Street south of Sticky Beaks Cafe 

Figure 2 shows an approximate Annual Average Daily Traffic of 1,544 vehicles with 4.7% of 
that count heavy vehicles. is a table showing traffic counts for Poatina Main Road, locally 
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named Marlborough Street and Wellington Street north of the intersection. Figure 3 provides 
data for the traffic count station A1604100 located at the northern entrance to Longford and 
the traffic count station A1604120 located in Longford south of the intersection. The 
difference between the counts from both stations is 6,086 vehicles. These vehicles have 
either Longford surrounds north of the traffic count station A1604120 as their origin / 
destination or they move along Wellington Street south.  

 

Figure 3. Marlborough Street Traffic Counts 

The traffic count data described in Figure 2 occurred during restrictions imposed due to the 
COVID-19. Considering both the content of Figure 2 and Figure 3, the traffic count for 
Wellington Street south could be considerably higher. 

3. Concept 

JMG developed a Concept Drawing according to the Agreed Project Scope. The intent of the 
Concept Drawing was to take a readily available pan image of the Wellington Street, William 
Street and Marlborough Street intersection in Longford. Using the base plan, approximately 
calibrated for measuring, guidance from the Austroads Publication, Guide to Road Design 
Part 4B: Roundabouts, shaped the geometric design for the concept. This included the Design 
Procedure form Clause 2.3 of the Guide to Road Design Part 4B. 

This Roundabout Concept also considered the key elements that relate to the safety and 
traffic performance of roundabouts as detailed in Clause 4.5.3 of the Austroads Publication 
Guide to Traffic Management Part 6: Intersections, Interchanges and Crossings Management 
to include: 

• the entry and approach curves 

• the numbers of entry, circulating and exit lanes 

• the widths of the entries, circulating roadway and exits 

• the central island (including diameter) 

• the approach traffic islands 

• the exit curves. 

These elements combine to control the speed that drivers can enter and pass through a 
roundabout and enable the deflection criteria to be achieved. 

A Dial-Before-You-Dig desktop assessment identified critical public utility infrastructure 
within the Wellington Street, William Street and Marlborough Street intersection in Longford. 
The Concept shows the approximate locations of the critical infrastructure. The intent is to 
determine the impact of roundabout layout on the existing public utility infrastructure. 

Auto-turn software provided detailed outputs showing various vehicle types and their ability 
to pass through the proposed roundabout Concept layout. The previous Report for the 
Northern Midlands Council, Traffic Study, Wellington Street and Marlborough Street 
Intersection, Longford, under JMG Project J202357CL, dated 30 October 2020 provided 
guidance and inputs regarding for the Auto-turn software. 
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The Roundabout Concept also considers pedestrian movements through and around the 
proposed roundabout. The Roundabout Concept considers the requirements for pedestrian 
and cyclist according to Clause 5 of the Guide to Road Design Part 4B: Roundabouts. 

4. Concept Features 

4.1 Roundabout Geometry 

Appendix A of this Report shows the New Roundabout Concept as an Overall Site Plan. The 
Overall Site Plan shows a circular roundabout with central island and circulating roundabout 
elements that meet the requirements of the Guide to Road Design Part 4B: Roundabouts. The 
layout also accommodates property accesses to adjoining properties. The intent of the 
proposed roundabout layout was to utilise the existing roadway as much as possible to fit the 
road geometry into the existing Road Reserve. An approximate land acquisition of 450 m2 
from the Christ Church Anglican Church should enable the placement of the Roundabout 
Concept layout. Also affected would be the landscaped area with a monument shown in 
Figure 4 (monument not visible). Relocation of the existing landscaped area would be an 
outcome of the preliminary design process. 

 

Figure 4. Typical existing landscaped area 

The roundabout geometry is working towards meeting the performance and safety 
requirements of the Austroads Publication Guide to Traffic Management Part 6: Intersections, 
Interchanges and Crossings Management. The Roundabout Concept shows that the layout 
geometry is achievable for further development during the design process. 

4.2 Impact on Existing Public Utility Services 

Appendix B of this Report shows the New Roundabout Concept with the potential affected 
public utility services. 

Figure 5 is a photograph showing the existing road intersection with existing public utility 
services. Of significance is the water supply, underground and overhead power supply 
transmission infrastructure. The subterranean public utility infrastructure such as the critical 
water main and the power cables could remain insitu should the method of roundabout 
construction avoid impacting the existing infrastructure through innovative insitu pavement 
strengthening to ensure that the roundabout foundation utilises the existing road pavement. 
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This Roundabout Concept did not consider the geotechnical element of the existing road 
pavement or the underlying soil conditions under the proposed layout footprint.  

 

Figure 5. Existing road intersection showing existing public utility services 

As part of the planning for the new roundabout preliminary design, liaison with the public 
utility services owners would guide the solution to manage the services protection and or 
relocation to allow the proposed roundabout layout footprint and adequate foundation. The 
Roundabout Concept at Appendix B shows that the possible protection or relocation of 
existing public utility services is achievable for further development during the design 
process. This would involve significant relocation of overhead power services. 

4.3 Traffic Movements 

Appendix C of this Report shows the New Roundabout Concept with the vehicle turning 
movements as displayed by the Auto-turn Software. The Roundabout Concept shows that 
various design vehicle can pass through the traffic control device according to the Austroads 
Publication Guide to Road Design Part 3: Geometric Design, Commentary C19.1 Calculation 
of Vehicle Tracking Widths. The vehicle movements include: 

• Design Vehicle 25 m B-Double from Wellington Street North to Marlborough Street and 
from Marlborough Street to Wellington Street North through the proposed roundabout 

• Design Vehicle 12.5 m Single Unit Truck for all movements through the proposed 
roundabout 

• Design Vehicle 19 m Semi Trailer for all movements through the proposed roundabout 

• Design Vehicle 8.8 m Service Vehicle for left turn movements through the proposed 
roundabout from Wellington Street South to Marlborough Street 

• Design Vehicle 8.8 m Service Vehicle and B99 Vehicle to and from the property access 
for 63 and 65 Wellington Street. 

To facilitate the safe movement of traffic through the Roundabout Concept, the traffic layout 
proposes left turn movements through the proposed roundabout from Wellington Street South 
to Marlborough Street through a dedicated channelised lane. The previous Report for the 
Northern Midlands Council, Traffic Study, Wellington Street and Marlborough Street 
Intersection, Longford, dated 30 October 2020 also details traffic movements from the Tas 
Mulch business. 

The Roundabout Concept shows that the traffic movements through the proposed roundabout 
are achievable for further development during the design process. 

4.4 Pedestrian Movements 

Appendix D of this Report shows the New Roundabout Concept with possible pedestrian 
movements through and around the roundabout. Existing pedestrian movements to the east 
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of the proposed roundabout would continue with approximately the same distance between 
the vehicle travelled path and the pedestrian pathway. The existing pedestrian crossing on 
Wellington Street North would remain with increased sight distances. Formalised crossing 
points would be developed for pedestrians to traverse Wellington Street South, Marlborough 
Street and William Street. Formalising these movements with short pedestrian movements 
through channelised crossing points ultimately creates a safer environment for pedestrian 
movements. The proposed roundabout layout as a traffic control device will have a speed 
reducing effect for all vehicle approaching and passing through the roundabout. This will 
have a flow-on effect to improved pedestrian safety. Figure 6 details the existing traffic 
islands showing breaks for pedestrian movements.  

 

Figure 6. Existing traffic islands showing breaks for pedestrian movements 

The Roundabout Concept shows that the pedestrian movements through the proposed 
roundabout are achievable for further development during the design process. 

5. Conclusion 

Based on the details in this brief Report and Roundabout Concept, it appears possible for a 
roundabout solution at the intersection of Wellington Street, William Street and Marlborough 
Street. JMG would recommend developing the Roundabout Concept further with the intent 
of seeking project funding. 
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New Roundabout Concept 

Vehicle Turning Movements 
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